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In this study Dr. Mapson questions whether theology is shaping music in the traditional sense or

whether music now is shaping theology. There is an increasing trend in the church to separate

music from theological and historical foundations. Mapson&#146;s objective is to help today&#146;s

pastor take leadership in improving the worship experience through the use of music that meets the

biblical norm and serves theology as a legitimate response to God. In addition to evaluating the

quality and relevancy of music to the worship service, the guidelines suggest ways for improving the

relationship between pastor, music director, choir, and congregation. Specific helps are also

provided for:- Organizing a music committee - Setting qualifications for choir director and musicians

- Developing a music education program for the choir and for young untrained musicians
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&#147;Dr. Mapson undergirds his study with a clear understanding of the Africa - African American

cultural continuum and the unique cultural context of the Black experience in the United States. In

addition to offering a wealth of experience and expertise as both a musician and pastor through the

well scripted text, Dr. Mapson&#146;s very applicable strategies and suggestions for effective music

ministry remain current and fundamental to success in ministry.&#148; --Black Church Music

Ministry Project blog posting, &#147;Four Books You Must Have in Your Library, &#148; August 21,

2009



Mapson's objective is to help today's pastor take the leadership in improving the worship experience

through the use of music that meets the biblical norm and serves theology as a legitimate response

to God.

Love the book very good much needed information

This book came very handy in it's view of church music and as a guide for church musicians,

especially in the black church. It addresses the role of the church, pastor, and musician and goal in

music ministry. Also ways to avoid conflict in music ministry. It's great, I read it all in one day,

looking forward to see the author write a part II to this book.

Great resource for any musician/pastor/minister of music in the African American tradition.

Dr. Mapson really has his finger on the pulse of todays Music Ministry and the problems it face. He

offers a very insightful view and refreshing suggestions on how get back on track. A must read for

anyone in the music ministry.

Great to business with!!!!!

we used this book in a bible study class,this is a great book even in our modern churches of

today.our instructor was a minister of music. thank you for having it available.
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